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Democracy is highly promoted and sought these days but its principles are hard to
practice and protect. Once secured, however, it generates real life in human communities. Its
sunrises provide energy to freedom and growth to civil society and culture, while its sunsets store
energy to sustain deliberative citizenship and liberty and bridge past accomplishments to future
aspirations.

However, what do we mean by democracy? Are there perfect democratic societies
around the world? Are democracy’s rays likely to shine on all landscapes? Is Muslim culture
hospitable to deepening democracy’s impact? Do Muslims have a different understanding of
democracy? If democracy is the preferred goal, how can democracy’s supporters move
democratization forward in Muslim countries?

What we know is that no “one model fits al environments’ exists. The journey of
democracy is a “generationa initiative” that must carefully consider internal and external
dynamics. If Muslims, like others, wish to promote democracy, then they can detect their
country’s place on the democratic terrain and determine how best to improve their practices and
standing at home and abroad given their culture, historical experiences, resources, and vision for
the future.

This select bibliography is designed to help al those interested in understanding the link
between Islam and Muslims on the one hand and democracy on the other. It consists of over 100
entries, divided among books, articles, presentations, and reports;, government sources, and

institutes and organizations.
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Institutes and Organizations

The Carnegie Council focuses on the broad themes of ethics, war and peace; global social
justice; and religion in politics. The program titled, “The Resurgence of Religion on
Politics,” is the most relevant. See the section on Idamn at

http://www.cceia.org/search out?argtypes=sa Keywords& sa Keywords=Islam.

Center for the Sudy of Islam and Democracy, http://www.csidonline.org/, is a non-profit

organization, based in Washington, D.C., dedicated to studying Islamic and democratic
political thought and merging them into a modern Islamic democratic discourse.

The Dialogue Project, http://dialogueproject.sais-jhu.edu/aboutDP.php, is a multi-year initiative

designed to promote—in a primarily cultural context—the development of democracy
and human rights in the Muslim world.

European Ingtitute for Asian Sudies, http://www.eias.org/, is a Brussels-based policy and

research think-tank supported by the European Union (EU), which aims to promote
understanding and cooperation between the EU and Asia Several of its studies address
Islam and democracy.

Hudson Institute is a non-partisan organization dedicated to innovative research and analysis that
promote global security, prosperity, and freedom. Its focus on Islam is at

http://www.hudson.org/index.cfm?useaction=research publications list& resType=Islam

J.M. Dawson Institute of Church-Sate Studies, located at Baylor University, is devoted to
research in the broad field of church and state and the advancement of religious liberty
aound the world See the Idamn and Democracy Project at

http://www.baylor.edu/church state/index.php?id=35355.
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Minaret of Freedom Institute has a dual mission for educating both Muslims and non-Muslims.
See especialy the articles and publications on freedom, democracy, and civil society at

http://www.minaret.org/arti cles.htm#freedom.

United Sates Institute of Peace plays an active part in preventing, managing, and resolving
threats to internationa peace. See its Muslim World Initiative at

http://www.usi p.org/muslimworld/index.htmil.

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, http://www.wilsoncenter.org/, a nonpartisan

institute, acts as a neutral forum for open, serious, and informed dialogue. It brings pre-
eminent thinkers to Washington for extended periods of time to interact with
policymakers through a large number of programs and projects. Check its site for

presentations on |slam and democracy.

*Saliba Sarsar, Ph.D. is professor of political science and associate vice president for
academic program initiatives at Monmouth University. Alexander Keller is a student in
Monmouth University’s Honors School, majoring in political science. For any modifications
(corrections and additions) to this bibliography, please contact Dr. Saliba Sarsar at

sar sar @monmouth.edu.

13


http://www.minaret.org/articles.htm#freedom
http://www.usip.org/muslimworld/index.html
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/

