
Finding items in the Government Documents 
microfiche/microcard collections 

 
 
The Monthly Catalog of United States Publications contains entries for items published 
by the Government Printing Office (GPO).   
 
The Readex Government Documents microprint collection contains the full text (on 
microfilm or microcard) of many of the items listed in the Monthly Catalog.  
 

There are two sets of documents – depository and non-depository.  
The non-depository collection began in 1953.  
The depository collection began in 1956.  

 
In some cases, we may also have a particular item available in paper. When we don’t, the 
Government Documents collection is the next place to check.  
 
To locate items in the microprint collection, you must identify the monthly catalog entry 
number and determine whether the item is “depository” or “non-depository”.  
 
From 1994 -, the Monthly Catalog (renamed the Catalog of U.S. Government 
Publications) is available online through GPOAccess 
http://www.gpoaccess.gov/cgp/index.html.   
 
The Catalog entry number is in the 990a field of the record. 
 
Prior to 1994, you must check the print version of the Monthly Catalog, shelved in the 
Reference Stacks Z 1223 A18.  The entry number is in the upper-left hand corner of the 
entry. A black dot in the entry indicates a depository item. If there is no black dot, it is a 
non-depository item.  
 
Through 1980, the Government Documents collection is available on microcard.  The 
microcard boxes are shelved in a section labeled Government Documents in the Lower 
Level Vault. There is one set of boxes for the non-depository items and another set for 
the depository.  Entries are filed by the Monthly Catalog entry number.   
 
From 1981 -, the Government Documents collection is available on microfiche in the 
media center. The cabinets are labeled "Government Documents" Depository and Non-depository
collection. Fiche are organized by year. Within each year, there is a section for Depository items
followed by a section of non-depository items. Entries are filed by the Monthly Catalog entry number 
in the appropriate section.  
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TOWARD A DEFINITION OF HEALTH ECONOMICS
MUSHKIN SJ
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lmk7
Note
Aha! GPO document. 





lmk7
Note
After checking Public Health Service -- reports (turned out to be the wrong item), I broadened the search to Health. Here you see an entry for Public Health Reports. The entry number to the right leads to the full entry in the volume -- 2898. 





lmk7
Note
Entry number

lmk7
Note
Black dot = "depository"
No black dot = "non-depository"
Ignore the "item number". You need the entry number on the left. 
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